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Introduction

Water resources play a critical role in coastal zones, even though it appears that water itself is
not scarce in these regions. The availability as well as spatial and temporal distribution of fresh
water in a given coastal area regulates the scale of society and the level of economic
development. The quality of marine and terrestrial water in coastal zones has a profound
impact on the nature of ecosystems and the diversification of social structures in the area.
Hence, the inability to access clean water resources has serious negative impacts, and even
leads to the deterioration of the economy in coastal countries. Examples of such impacts are:
salinization, habitat and biodiversity damage, intensified pollution issues, reduced development
potential and socio-economic attractiveness (e.g., for fisheries and tourism). They are likely to
become increasingly uncertain and difficult to manage under future climate variability, especially
in the absence of appropriate knowledge and adaptation strategies.

Moreover, dealing with such negative effects related to water resources is quite often
beyond the ability of a single country, because coastal areas are open and connected because
of their transboundary nature. Furthermore, there are interactions between various
compartments of the Earth System, such as the terrestrial and marine environments as well as
human society. The framework of South-South Cooperation provides a unique platform for
dialogue on integrated solutions for clean water resources and action plans to ensure the
sustainability of coastal zones among the developing countries. Moreover, the initiative helps
address the challenges of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially
SDG 6, which aims “to ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation
for all”.

Recognizing the critical importance of clean water resources and the sustainability of life
in coastal zones, the Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other
Developing Countries (NAM S&T Centre), New Delhi, in partnership with the East China Normal
University (ECNU), Shanghai, China, and the State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal
Research (SKLEC), ECNU, Shanghai, is pleased to announce the organization of a Joint
International Workshop on “Clean Water Resources and Sustainability of Life in Coastal
Zones" during 25-26 March 2027 in Shanghai, China. The Workshop will be hosted by the
ECNU and SKLEC.

Objectives of Workshop

Given the rapid globalization of socio-economic development and the increasing multi-polarity
and regional diversification, meeting the challenges of ensuring clean water resources under the
uncertainty of climate variability requires significant collaboration among coastal countries,
particularly in the developing regions. There is a need to share experiences and exchange
knowledge among developing countries through South-South Cooperation on the sustainability
of human society in the face of limited natural resources such as clean water, as well as the
fragility and uncertainties of ecosystems. Therefore, the objectives of the Workshop will focus
on the following four cross-linked questions:
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e How to quantify and compare interactions between water resources and ecosystems
across broad spatial scales and evaluate their impacts?

e What are the consequences of variations in water resources in coastal zones with
different temporal characteristics and under different levels of socio-economic
development?

e How emerging, affordable and cleaner technologies play a major role in bridging the
gap between available sources of water in the coastal zones and supply of clean water
to common people living in such areas?

e Where do the major clues lie for solving the critical issues of clean water resources and
the sustainability of human-environment relationships under a changing climate?

Within the framework of South-South Cooperation, the Workshop will enable academics,
research scientists, technologists, policymakers and other stakeholders from the government,
private enterprises and education sectors from different countries to exchange relevant
knowledge and share lessons related to the above-mentioned questions and objectives.
Particularly, the Workshop encourages new and emerging techniques, such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and Big Data, and seeks to promote their application in coastal zone research.

The Workshop will serve as a platform for sharing existing experiences to support
adaptive management, capacity development and knowledge exchange. The outcomes of the
Workshop will also make a unique contribution to the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science
for Sustainable Development (2021-2030) Programme.

Topics and Themes of Workshop

The Workshop will be organized into thematic sessions that will address the overall objectives of
the Workshop from different perspectives and approaches as well as the development of
broadly applicable outcomes and implementation pathways. Tentatively, the proposed themes
are:

Clean Water Resources in Coastal Zones

Participants are invited to present their research results and share knowledge on relevant
studies on clean water resources in coastal areas with diverse bio-geographic settings and
ecosystem characteristics.

Interactions between Water Resources and Ecosystems

Participants are encouraged to share experiences, best practices and lessons from
multidisciplinary approaches and innovative tools, including the application of Al, in addressing
diverse aspects of ecosystems, ranging from coastal habitats to marine ecosystems, including
effects of predators on marine life.

Clean Water Resources and Human Society

Participants have the opportunity to exchange knowledge based on their experiences, ranging
from basic research to adaptive management, with the aim of promoting the sustainable
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management of water resources, the sustainability of human society, and harmony between
human activities and coastal ecosystems at the regional scale.

Affordable Technologies for Providing Clean Water in Coastal Zones

Participants are encouraged to provide innovative solutions on affordable and sustainable
technologies for ensuring access to clean water in coastal zones. It will also discuss the
application of emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI) tools, digital
innovations and smart monitoring systems, particularly in resource-constrained coastal
communities.

Discussion, Wrap-up and Synthesis

Participants are welcome to actively engage in discussions and the synthesis based on the
outcomes of the above-four sessions, and to develop recommendations for future research,
policy, South-South and North-South collaboration. In particular, based on the expected
outcomes of the Workshop, timelines and potential follow-up activities will be identified through
in-depth discussions and consensus among the participants.

Expected Outcomes

Two types of outcomes are expected from the Workshop, involving different stakeholders and
implementation approaches:

e The NAM S&T Centre will consider publishing an Edited Book on a topic relevant to the
objectives and themes of the Workshop. Participants are expected to send their
articles/research papers to the NAM S&T Centre within 45 days of completion of the
Workshop. In addition, the organizers will also request submission of papers from
subject experts working on coastal zone research and relevant areas. The target
readership of the book would include university students, research scholars,
academicians, research scientists and technologists working on coastal zone research,
policymakers and experts on “Ocean Science & Technology”.

e Based on the deliberations during the two-day Workshop, a “Conference Declaration”
would be prepared as one of the major outcomes, focusing on clean water resources
and the sustainability of ecosystems and human society in coastal zones.

Target Audience

The Workshop is intended for researchers, scientists, academicians, policymakers, government
officials, engineers, environmental practitioners, coastal zone managers and representatives of
national and international organizations working in the fields of water resources, coastal and
marine ecosystems, environmental science, climate change and sustainable development. It will
also benefit professionals engaged in water governance, integrated coastal management and
the blue economy.
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Methodology

The Workshop will comprise expert keynote lectures, paper and country status report
presentations, case studies, policy dialogues, interactive discussions and deliberations, providing
participants with a comprehensive, engaging and enriching learning experience.

Language

English will be the official language of the Workshop, with no translation services.

Resource Persons

Distinguished experts and representatives from China and other countries will be invited to
deliver special lectures and share their knowledge, experiences on clean water resources,
coastal ecosystem conservation and the sustainable management of coastal zones.

Certificate

A Certificate of Participation will be awarded to the participants upon successful completion of
the Workshop.

About the Organisers

Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing
Countries (NAM S&T Centre)

The Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other
Developing Countries (NAM S&T Centre; www.namstct.org) is an Inter-
Governmental Organization with a Membership of 47 countries spread
over Asia, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. The Centre was set-
up in 1989 in New Delhi, India, based on decisions taken during various
NAM Summits and mandated to undertake a variety of programmes,
including organization of International Workshops, Training Programmes,
Conferences and Roundtables and implementation of collaborative S&T projects. It also offers
short-term research fellowships to scientists from developing countries in association with the
Centres of Excellence in various countries. The Centre also brings out scientific and technical
books, monographs and other publications on different S&T subjects of interest to the
developing countries. So far, the Centre has brought out 105 publications, including 92
technical books and monographs, 9 workshop proceedings, 4 status reports and directories in
various priority areas. The Centre’s activities provide an opportunity for scientist-to-scientist
contact and interactions; familiarizing participants on the latest developments and techniques in
the subject areas; identification of the requirements of training and expert assistance; locating
technologies for transfer between the Members and other developing countries and
dissemination of S&T knowledge and information etc. In addition, the Centre encourages
Academic R&D-Industry interactions in the developing countries through its NAM S&T-Industry
Network. More details about the NAM S&T Centre are available at www.namstct.org.
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East China Normal University (ECNU)

East China Normal University (ECNU) is located in Shanghai - a V\ORMA(
renowned international metropolis with architectural landmarks that
capture the eye with new aesthetic designs. The architectural designs
are emblematic of the skyline over the city, revealing a nurturing culture
of people and an abundance of resources for boosting the city. Founded
in Shanghai in October 1951, ECNU is one of the prestigious universities & P fﬁ%

in China. In 2017, ECNU was selected as one of the Category A "
universities in China’s Double First-Class University Program, a higher education initiative
launched by the Ministry of Education aiming to develop elite Chinese universities into world
class institutions by the end of 2050. Adhering to the strategy of "Interdisciplinary,
Internationalization and Informatization”, the "Three Programs" — "Developing education
excellence, Promoting interdisciplinary academic excellence, and Serving national strategies",
and keeping in line with the mission - "Education, Civilization, Development”, ECNU has made
tremendous achievements in talent training, scientific research, community service, and
international exchanges in the recent decades. ECNU’s motto is: "Seek Truth, Foster Originality,
and Live up to the Name of a Teacher", with a mission to foster "Creativity, Character,
Community". Today, ECNU is striving to transform itself into a world-class university, with a
number of first-class disciplines and well-coordinated programs development. The university
also intends to lead in the development of China's teacher education, part of its Faculty of
Education.
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State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research (SKLEC)

The State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research

(SKLEC) originated from the Estuarine Research Institute e
established in 1957. SKLEC has been strongly involved in S KLEC
providing solutions to resolve theoretical and practical problems

encountered in the very diverse and large-scale coastal

developments in China, such as the first national comprehensive survey on coastal resources,
the construction of harbors and ports, channel regulations, the restoration of coastal wetlands
and the implementation of engineering structures. While serving the national needs, SKLEC
continues to promote the development of Earth Sciences, with increasing influence at home and
abroad. SKLEC not only contributes to solve the sustainable development problems in China,
but also provides the support for the global estuarine and coastal regions. Over the last decades,
SKLEC has adopted and promoted an atmosphere of being “"Open to Collaboration, Exchange of
Experience, Unity in Performance and Open to Competition”. This has been and will continue to
be the basis of SKLEC. SKLEC currently leads the United Nations' Ocean Decade "Mega-Delta
Programme”. It also leads the programme "Connecting Rivers & Oceans for Sustainable
Solutions in the Coastal Zone (CROSS Coastz)" under UN Sciences Decade. SKLEC hosts two
international project offices (IPOs): the lead-IPO of the Integrated Marine Biosphere Research
(IMBeR) and the lead-IPO of Future Earth Coasts (FEC). It has also been approved for the
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Ministry of Education International Joint Laboratory "Green Mega-Deltas" and International Joint
Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research. In addition, SKLEC maintains close cooperative
relationships with research institutions in the United States, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, Germany, Japan, Canada, South Korea and other countries, and has led more than
20 international collaborative projects. More details about SKLEC are available at
http://english.sklec.ecnu.edu.cn/

Important Dates

Activity Date
Submission of Application Starts 24 August 2026
Last date for Submission of Applications 16 October 2026

along with Abstract of Paper/ Country
Status Report to be Presented

Dates of International Workshop 25-26 March 2027

Last date of Submission of Full Papers 14 May 2027
for Publication

Submission of Applications

Scientists and experts desirous of participating in the Workshop should submit their applications
electronically to the Director General, NAM S&T Centre, New Delhi at email:
namstcentre@gmail.com as early as possible but latest by 16 October 2026.

Following documents must be submitted as e-mail attachments:

a) Filled in Application Form (Blank form enclosed).

b) A Write-up (a short paragraph; in MS Word format) on how you qualify to participate
in the Workshop.

c) A Short Biography (to be written in third person; 250-300 words max) highlighting
your current engagement, area of expertise, major achievements, academic
qualifications and professional experience as succinctly as possible.

d) An Abstract (about 250 - 300 words in MS-Word only) of the Paper or Country Status
Report that would be presented by you at the Workshop.

e) A copy of relevant pages of your valid Passport.

Note: The documents b), ¢) and d) above must be in MS-Word format only; PDF or image
files will not be accepted. Hard copies of the Application Form and the above attachments are
NOT REQUIRED to be submitted.
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Paper and Country Status Report Presentations

Delegates are expected to present a Paper/Country Status Report on any of the themes
appropriate to the Workshop.

Publication of Papers

A publication edited by one or more international experts and based on the papers presented by
the participants and also containing papers contributed by other subject experts in the field may
be brought out in the form of a book as a follow-up of this Workshop. Therefore, all participants
are requested to submit the manuscripts of their full papers (in MS-Word format only) within 45
days of completion of the Workshop, but latest by 14 May 2027.

Selection of Applicants

Selection of applicants will be made based on their academic and professional background,
relevance of their current engagements in the relevant field and the abstract of paper submitted
by them. Successful applicants will be electronically informed about their selection.

Other details and terms and conditions for the participation of scientists from various countries
will be given to the individual candidates on receipt of their applications.

Financial Arrangements for International Travel

The financial terms and arrangements for international travel of the foreign participants to
Shanghai, China will be conveyed to individual applicants on receipt of their application and
other documents.

Local Hospitality

Local hospitality in Shanghai including accommodation, meals and local transport (including
airport transfers) will be provided by the local host to all foreign participants sponsored by the
NAM S&T Centre from 24 March 2027 [noon] to 27 March 2027 [noon] i.e. one day
before to one day after the completion of the Workshop.

Participants intending to arrive earlier or stay beyond these dates will need to make their own
arrangements for accommodation and related expenses.

Entry Formalities and Immigration

Participants of the Workshop must be in possession of a current passport or any other
internationally recognized travel document, which must have a period of validity of at least six
months beyond the period of stay in China, and must be endorsed for travel to China.

Participants should have a valid visa for entry into China. The Chinese diplomatic mission
located in or closest to the country of the participant should be approached for obtaining an
entry visa. For a large number of countries, however, online visa application is available. Upon
request, the organisers will facilitate the issuance of visa by providing the participants with an
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official letter of invitation.

Note: The governments/institutions of the selected participants will be required to bear the

following costs:

e All expenses in the home country incidental to travel abroad, including expenditure for
passport, required medical examinations, vaccinations and miscellaneous expenses such
as internal travel to the airport of departure in the home country.

e Salary and other related allowances for the participants during the period of the

Workshop.

o Cost of medical insurance to cover the period of participation in the Workshop.

The organisers will not assume responsibility for the following expenditures in connection with

the participant’s attendance in the Workshop:

e Expenses incurred for any insurance, medical bills or hospitalization fees.

o Compensation in the event of death, disability or illness of participants.

e Loss of personal belongings or compensation for damage caused to them by climatic or

other conditions.

o Other costs, including the visa fee, airport taxes, flight cancellation and excess baggage,

etc.

Other Useful Information

e March typically offers pleasant spring weather in Shanghai, with average maximum and
minimum temperatures of 15°C and 8°C, respectively.

e Shanghai is in the China Standard Time (CST) Zone, which is GMT/UTC +8 hours.

e The local currency is the Chinese Yuan Renminbi (CNY), and the current exchange rate

is approximately USD 1 = CNY 6.77.

Secretariat & Enquiries

Centre for Science and Technology of
the Non-Aligned and Other Developing
Countries (NAM S&T Centre)

East China Normal University (ECNU) and
State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and
Coastal Research (SKLEC)

Centre for Science and Technology of the
Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries
(NAM S&T Centre, Core - 6A, 2™ Floor, India
Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi —
110003, Republic of India

Tel: +91-11-24645134, 24644974

E-mail: namstcentre@gmail.com

Website: https://www.namstct.org

State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal
Research (SKLEC)

East China Normal University (ECNU)
Minhang Campus

500, Dongchuan Road, Shanghai 200241,
China

Tel: +86-21-54836440

E-mail: wzheng@sklec.ecnu.edu.cn
Website: http://english.sklec.ecnu.edu.cn/
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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP
ON
CLEAN WATER RESOURCES AND SUSTAINABILITY OF LIFE IN COASTAL
ZONES

25-26 MARCH 2027
SHANGHAI, CHINA

APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE TYPE OR USE BLOCK CAPITALS
(NO COLUMN SHOULD BE LEFT BLANK) PHOTO

SECTION-A

(To be filled in by the Applicant)

1 Last Name (Prof. /Dr. /Mr. [MIS. [MS.): tiiuuiiiiiiiiiieiiiiie s este s ess s s sa s er s s s s raa s s e s e s saa e eenas
(As in Passport)
FirSt Name: ..oovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeet e e e

Middle Name: .......ccooveiiiiiieeeeee e
Designation (Position held): ........ooo o
Nationality: ....cceuvviriiii e
4 Date of Birth: .....ccooieiiiiiirre e,
Place of Birth (City) .....ccovveeeiiieeciieeeeis (@011 114 ) ISR

5 Passport NO: ...cceiiiiiieiicicee e
Place Of ISSUE: ..iivvuiiiiiiiiceiiii e cere e ere e e
Date oOf ISSUE: ..cvvvvviieriiicriin e, Valid up to: oo

(Please attach copies of the relevant pages of your Passport)

6 Name of the Parent Institution (Employer).......cccveiiiiiiiiiniiiiniineenne
(T Yo o = (@ /=) N
Phone: ...cooviiii e, Mobile: ..o,
Fax: .o E-mail: e

10 | Page



7 Full Address (Home):

8 Educational Qualifications:
Highest Degree. ....cuviiiiiiiiie e
Year of Award: ........ceeveeieeennnnn.
UNIVEISILY: e ea s
Field Of StUAY: .uniiiieii i

9 A Short Biography (to be written in third person; 250-300 words max; in MS Word only —
to be ATTACHED)

10 A Write-up (a short paragraph; in MS Word only) on how you qualify to participate in the
Workshop - to be ATTACHED

11 An Abstract (about 300 words; in MS-Word only) of the Paper or Country Status Report
that would be presented by you at the Workshop - to be ATTACHED

Date: ...cvviviiiiiiiinn N[0 T2 1 N

SECTION-B
ENDORSEMENT BY THE NOMINATING AUTHORITY

(The Applicant in a Member Country of the NAM S&T Centre must get the Application Form
endorsed by the Focal Point of the Centre in his/her country, if he/she wishes to take
advantages extended to the official nominee of the country. For the list of Member Countries
and names/addresses of the Focal Points please visit the Centre’s official website;
www. namstct.org.)

Name (IN U oo e

DESIgNAtION: ..vuiieii e

Y (o] g = [0 =R Date: .o,

SEAL
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Enclosures:

A Write-up (a short paragraph; in MS Word format) on how you qualify to participate in
the Workshop.

A Short Biography (to be written in third person; 250-300 words max; in MS Word only)
highlighting your current engagement, area of expertise, major achievements, academic
qualification and professional experience as succinctly as possible.

An Abstract (about 300 words; in MS-Word only) of the Paper or Country Status Report
that would be presented by you at the Workshop.

A copy of relevant pages of your valid Passport [It must have a period of validity of at
least six months beyond the period of stay in China].

kokskokok
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